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The last two months have been a blur for me as we 
have been very involved in transferring our 
grandchildren Mariah and Thalya to Spain. During 
the last few months it became apparent to Rose and I 
that our time of caring for the girls was coming to an 
end. Both girls had expressed a desire to go and be 
with their mother in Spain. Part of it was because 
they were moving into teen years and the gap was 
widening between our values and norms and what 
they wanted in the future. Also Joy had done a lot to 
be in a position to care for them again. The situation 
was complicated as we had full custody of the girls so 
could not just let them go to Spain without working 
through the legal aspects. In February I took a ten day 
trip to Barcelona, Spain and during that time helped 
Joy to set up her home for the girls arrival. There was 
a lot to do so while Joy worked I took care of the 
practical stuff. A mutual agreement was signed 
which has helped Joy with the legal aspects. In March 
I took a second trip, this time with Mariah and 
Thalya. It was a hassle free trip and a wonderful 
reunion for my three girls. Mariah and Thalya moved 

in with Joy into a very nice, 
three bedroom, compact 
home in the ocean town of 
Garaff, South West of 
Barcelona. It is a beautiful 
spot and very safe. I stayed 
on for another two weeks 
and completed paperwork 
and the outstanding jobs 
from my last visit. 
Rose and I have wondered 

how we were going to cope with the loss of the girls 
in our lives but the leaving at the airport went very 
well as friends came to make it easier for all of us. It 
was hard for me to leave them in Spain on my return 
to South Africa, but we both have felt very cushioned 
by prayer. Our thanks to all of you who have prayed d 
for us. 
I am praying that by the time you receive this letter 
that the girls will be in school and that their resident 
permits will be approved.  
God promises to go ahead of us during our journey in 
life and we certainly have seen it during the last 
couple of months. Two months before the start of 
this transition with the girls Dianne Parkhurst, living 
in Barcelona contacted us because for some reason 
they had just started receiving our newsletters. 
Dianne and Steve, who are doing Bible Translation 
for the deaf, became the key people to help me in a 
practical way in Spain. I stayed with them after the 
girls moved in with Joy and commuted daily by train. 
They were able to help me transport supplies to the 
Garaff house and also lend me tools to work with. 
They were also wonderful to fellowship with and 
helped me to navigate the language and culture. 
Another couple, Paul and Audrey Reid, missionaries 
from Ireland, with Child Evangelism Fellowship, live 
in the next town to Garaff so they took me to church 
and the girls to Youth group. Pray that Mariah and 
Thalya will find good friends and continue to walk 
with God in their lives. 
Looking back on the whole experience of the last few 
months we have sensed God’s hand upon us all. Pray 
about the girl’s adjustment to living in Spain and the 
learning of two new languages and cultures. 

Continue to pray for us as we deal with the empty 
nest. 
 As an added bonus Steve Parkhurst was here in 
South Africa with us while he registered at Wits 
University for his PHD. It has been wonderful for us to 
be able to reciprocate in some way for the amazing 
hospitality that they offered me while in Spain. We 
enjoyed two presentations Steve gave about Sign 
Language, the first one being during our weekly 
Tuesday meeting at the office. Rose then arranged for 
some of our neighbours to come over for tea and 
Steve gave them some very interesting insights into 
Sign Language culture and the difficulties deaf 
people face in a hearing world. Look up the 
Parkhursts website at www.BibliaLSELSC.org 

 

Click on the links below to  

navigate around the letter. 

The meeting with Mom at Barcelona airport 

Saying goodbye at the train station 

March-April 2017 
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Spain here  
we come 

On the plane to 
Barcelona 

Our new home in Garaff 

Our first trip to the city with Mom 

Spring is here 

The marina From our kitchen window Exploring the area around our new home 

"See, I am sending an angel before you  
to protect you  on your journey and 
lead you  safely to the place I have 
prepared for you.             Exodus 23.20 



moved to new accommodation. He is so grateful 
to have an old vehicle to get to work, but hopes 
to be able to upgrade it as soon as possible. 
Please keep him in your prayers. 
Thank you for praying for us all during this 

transition period.  
Pray for us as we adjust to life 
without the girls and move 
into new ministries now that we have more time 
to do so. 
Thank you for your financial support, for your 
prayers and all of the encouragement we have 
received during the last few months. 
 

Love 
 

Roy and Rose 

Tibbit Updates 
 

Packing up the SIL office here has been one of 
the final steps in transferring the operation to 
Cape Town to our colleagues there. All of the 
cargo arrived safely and the office in Fishoek has 
been set up. The final step will be when we go 
down for our board meeting, in two weeks’ time 
and do the final transactions needed to transfer 
the banking responsibilities. I will still be on the 

board and make occasional trips to Cape Town in 
the future. We continue to be involved at the 
Wycliffe office here in Johannesburg. 
Before Mariah and Thalya left for Spain we 
celebrated them at the office and they were 
thanked for the part they have played in helping 
Bible Translation over the years. Friends came 
around to say goodbye to Mariah and Thalya and 
also a number of them came to a special time we 
had at our home a couple of days before they 
left. 
 
John’s boss retired this past month so we are 
thankful that he was able to quickly find a job 
with another landscaping company. He has also 
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Packing boxes for transportation to Cape Town 

 

Just before we left for the airport 

Praying for Mariah and Thalya 

Fence at Joys home almost completed 

John after he got his car going 
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No cohesion  
 

So where do you go in your mind when all is crazy, 
jumbled and really not sorted? 

What do you say in faith when asked, when you see 
so many plans being aborted? 

How do you focus on the task at hand when your 
mind is far away in another world? 

You know the need to cast the burdens on God, 
resisting the darts being hurled. 

It's the vacillating that's exhausting, the conjuring up 
in your mind, the unknown dread. 

The fear of losing, fear of loneliness, fear of no 
purpose, the need to straighten the head. 

Needing perspective, with God’s wisdom, it's the 
only way to sort through the dross. 

Needing to daily die to my own desires, totally 
focusing on the purpose for the cross. 

 
Roy Tibbit 



We can be reached personally in the following ways: 

For those in Canada or US, we have a Vonage phone which is a 
local Peterborough, Ontario number 705-201-1094. Just 
remember, we are six hours ahead. 

South African land-line: +27-11-391-1760 

Local cell phones: Roy +27-79-719-1556, Rose +27-79-374-4620 

Email: Roy: roy_tibbit@sil.org, Rose: rosemarywtibbit@gmail.com 

Some of you like to use Skype, so look us up as tibbitfam and call us. 

Hey, you found the right spot!  Here are the Wycliffe Bible Translators addresses and phone numbers and links for online giving 
for various countries, where you can make arrangements about becoming a financial partner for the Tibbit's: 

Wycliffe Bible Translators UK 
The Clare Charity Centre 
Wycombe Road, Saunderton 
High Wycombe Bucks HP14 4BF 
Phone: 01494 569100 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 
 
Click here to donate online 

UK & Europe: 
Wycliffe SA,   
Postnet Suite 30,  
Pvt Bag X 1, 1613 Edenglen,   
Gauteng, South Africa  
Phone: 0731919915        
www.wycliffe.org.za 

USA: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
PO. Box 628200,  
Orlando,  FL  32862-8200   
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 
 
www.wycliffe.org 
 
Click here to donate online 

South Africa: 

If you missed any of our updates, check out our blog at:  
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/ 

Standard Bank, Kempton Park 
Bank code. 012442 
Account number. 020263309 
Please reference as follows:  
Donor’s name / Purpose of gift 

Banking Information for SA Canada: 
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
4316 10th St. NE,  
Calgary, AB  T2E 6K3  
Phone: 1-800-463-1143                
 
www.wycliffe.ca 
 
Click here to donate online 
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15 Oppikruin, Fiskaal Street, Glen Marais 1619, Gauteng, South Africa 

God is our refuge and strength,  
always ready to help  in times  

of trouble.  

http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.uk/netcommunity/sslpage.aspx?pid=267
http://www.wycliffe.org.za/
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.wycliffe.org/Give/MissionaryMinistries.aspx
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.helpforcharities.com/wycliffe/donation/

