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Soon Chuwabu speakers of Mozambique will 
have access to the four Gospels and Acts in their 
language. The translators have worked hard, 
checking, correcting, proofreading and polishing 
each verse. Publishing will take place soon. The 
team is thankful for all the people who’ve made 
it possible to get this far.  
Bible books progress through many vital steps 
before they’re ready for printing. Here’s a 
summary of what takes place. 
First the translators draft a Bible book. This 
involves studying the meaning and setting 
verses down on paper for the first time. Then 
they team check their draft to make sure it’s 
clear and accurate. Next, translators test the 
material with local speakers of the language. 
Participants usually have minimal knowledge of 
Scripture. Feedback from this community testing 
helps gauge readability and naturalness. 
Near the end, the translators produce a back 

translation. They translate their draft “back” 
into English while keeping the grammatical 
structure of Chuwabu. This gives consultants 
access to what the team did by rendering the 
text into a language they know.  
Then the team meets with a consultant. He 
discusses passages verse by verse with the 
translators and gives feedback for improving 
the draft. Their aim is to achieve a version 
that’s true to the original meaning.  
Reviewers also play a key role. They’re chosen 
and trained by the team. Often pastors and 
local believers comprise this group. They bring 
fresh eyes as they read through translated 
books and make further suggestions. Their 
insights are valuable for achieving a rendering 
that rings true to Chuwabu ears. 
 
Article used by permission of the Seed Company 
 

Chuwabu Language 
area 

Mozambique 

Click on the picture below and find out 
how and where we do Bible translation. 

September 2017 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvUHv5hvGmc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvUHv5hvGmc
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Tibbit’s Updates 
 

Mariah's first term at Benhale Academy has 
ended and it has been a very positive experience 
for her. One of the highlights for her was getting 
the highest mark she has ever received for Math 
81%. She was voted onto the Student Council 
and is looking forward to serving in that 
capacity. She also is involved in a school play 
which will be staged at the end of the year. 
 
Thalya has 
returned home 
to South Africa. 
She found being 
away from all 
that is familiar 
very hard. She 
was lonely 
without Mariah 
and the sisters 
have missed each other terribly.  She also missed 
her friends, Youth Group, Church, and I hope us 
as well. It was hard for her to leave her Mom in 
Spain but we hope visits can be arranged in the 
future. We have enrolled her at the same school 
as Mariah. They start school next week. Like 
Mariah she has lost a year’s schooling but at her 
age it is not a big deal. 
 
A number of the Wycliffe cyclists got together 
for an information meeting in preparation for 
the upcoming races in November. It was a great 
opportunity to share with the group the fact 
that they will be riding for the “South African 
Sign Language Translation” project. The meeting 
was chaired by Marvin Oliver, the captain of the 
team. He did an excellent job. Cyclist were 

measured up for shirts and the new design looks 
very nice. 
 
We had three days holiday at a guest farm very 
close to the Kruger National Park. It was only a 
five hour’s drive away so we made good use of 
our time away. Very close to where we were 
staying was a Jane Goodall Chimp sanctuary, so 
we spent a few hours there. I of course enjoyed 
taking photos of the many varied expressions on 
the chimps faces.  

Thank you for praying for Rose’s health. Her 
heart remains stable and apart from not being 
able to walk far she does fine with the normal 
activates of life.  
 
Together Rose and I participated in a three day  
“Partnership Engagement” workshop where we 
studied the “Mission of God” in our lives. Our 

focus was on how we can impart that vision to 
others so they too can feel an integral part of 
what God is doing here in Southern Africa,  and 
all around the world. 

Once again we want to thank each of you for the 
way you encourage us in so many ways. Your 
prayers, encouragement and financial support 
are vital as we serve together. 
 

Roy, Rose, Mariah and Thalya 

Cycle  Meeting 

Thalya 

Partnership Engagement workshop 
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Following 
 

The subtle movement towards evil seldom starts as a 
blatant desire to disobey God. 

It starts by following others, sometimes staying in the 
shadows, then being awed. 

Wanting to fit into popular culture, not realizing the 
many traps that are waiting ahead. 

Taking on idols, which replace God, the blessing being 
surplanted by headaches instead. 

The danger is the large grey area between what we 
know is wrong and what is right. 

It's there that we fall and stumble around, trying to 
negotiate so many shades of night. 

Each time we resist being swayed we are being 
strengthened to fight challenges anew. 

Being fortified against temptation while receiving God’s 
blessing and Satan being subdued. 

Solomon, the richest man ever to live, started well but 
became a follower of another trend. 

He followed his wives into godlessness, his unsurpassed 
wisdom failed him in the end. 

Following God puts you swimming upstream, as the 
majority drift with the current and tide. 

But the blessing that follows obedience to the laws of 
God, leads to the ultimate prize. 

 
Roy Tibbit 

September 3rd 2017 



We can be reached personally in the following ways: 

For those in Canada or US, we have a Vonage phone which is a 
local Peterborough, Ontario number 705-201-1094. Just 
remember, we are six hours ahead. 

South African land-line: +27-11-391-1760 

Local cell phones: Roy +27-79-719-1556, Rose +27-79-374-4620 

Email: Roy: roy_tibbit@sil.org, Rose: rosemarywtibbit@gmail.com 

Some of you like to use Skype, so look us up as tibbitfam and call us. 

Hey, you found the right spot!  Here are the Wycliffe Bible Translators addresses and phone numbers and links for online giving 
for various countries, where you can make arrangements about becoming a financial partner for the Tibbit's: 

Wycliffe Bible Translators UK 
The Clare Charity Centre 
Wycombe Road, Saunderton 
High Wycombe Bucks HP14 4BF 
Phone: 01494 569100 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 
 
Click here to donate online 

UK & Europe: 
Wycliffe SA,   
Postnet Suite 30,  
Pvt Bag X 1, 1613 Edenglen,   
Gauteng, South Africa  
Phone: 0731919915        
www.wycliffe.org.za 

USA: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
PO. Box 628200,  
Orlando,  FL  32862-8200   
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 
 
www.wycliffe.org 
 
Click here to donate online 

South Africa: 

If you missed any of our updates, check out our blog at:  
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/ 

Standard Bank, Kempton Park 
Bank code. 012442 
Account number. 020263309 
Please reference as follows:  
Donor’s name / Purpose of gift 

Banking Information for SA Canada: 
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
4316 10th St. NE,  
Calgary, AB  T2E 6K3  
Phone: 1-800-463-1143                
 
www.wycliffe.ca 
 
Click here to donate online 

Home     Mariah and Thalya’s gallery   Tibbit’s update   Reflections     Contact us    

15 Oppikruin, Fiskaal Street, Glen Marais 1619, Gauteng, South Africa 

http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.uk/netcommunity/sslpage.aspx?pid=267
http://www.wycliffe.org.za/
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.wycliffe.org/Give/MissionaryMinistries.aspx
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.helpforcharities.com/wycliffe/donation/

