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Have you ever wondered what it is like to 
live in the world of the Deaf? Never 
hearing the sounds that make up words, 
seeing people argue and fight, or being 
kind to one another; but never hearing 
the tone of voice or the sounds that 
match the actions. And never hearing 
people apologize after being angry; just 
observing expressions change and 
wondering what that means. What 
values would you adopt for yourself in 
your silent world - without the full 
experience of common interactions? 
Would your ‘World View’ be built on the 
visual only? So much of what we feel is 
related to sound. Laughter creates a 
happy atmosphere and music affects our 
mood. The sounds of an imminent storm, 
or waves crashing against cliffs; give us 

an appreciation for the rhythms of the 
natural world. Missing out on the 
emotions that are enhanced by sound 
makes it hard for the Deaf to enter our 
sound-filled world.  
Imagine going to church without hearing 
people sing. Or the limitations you face in 
terms of employment, 
misunderstandings created because of 
missed cultural cues related to sound.  
I understand it is often difficult for the 
Deaf to comprehend God’s love for them. 
One of the reasons being that the Bible is 
in written form and most Deaf struggle 
to read with understanding. Even if you 
learn the mechanics of reading, 
understanding grammar depends upon 
the context. Context we learn from a 
young age by hearing tones, intonation, 

variance in sounds and aligning these 
sounds with written words. 
Appreciating these difficulties and 
realizing that the Deaf in South Africa 
need a digital translation, Wycliffe South 
Africa decided to partner with “Hands 
with Words” to make this tool a reality. 
Early this year “Hands with Words” 
formed a cycling team to participate in 
the Argos cycle challenge in Cape Town. 
Unfortunately, the event was cancelled 
as gale force winds made conditions 
unsafe. Consequently then, the funds 
anticipated were not forthcoming. 
Wycliffe South Africa decided to have 
their cycle team ride for The Deaf Visual 
Bible Translation at a subsequent date. 
What an amazing event it was! God 
more than doubled the 

Click here to read more 
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number of participants. The first event 
was a mountain bike race and then a road 
race that included cyclists from all over 
the world. Support stands at both races 
supplied food, drink and encouragement 
to keep the riders going. A highlight for 
me was when one of the riders wore the 
Big Bible and rode the last twenty 
kilometers to the finish line. What an 
amazing testimony as people were made 
aware that 1,700 people groups 
worldwide, still do not have a single verse 
of God’s Word in their language.  
We wait in expectation to know how 
much money was raised. Our hope is that 
some part of the Visual Bible will be 
available for download by Christmas. 
Thank you to those who prayed for these 
events. God has answered your prayers in 
a wonderful way.  
 

Last 20 kms with the Bible. 

A good part of the team 

Our support team 

The ends in sight 



Happy 16th Birthday Mariah 
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Tibbit’s Update  
November has rushed by so quickly and in a 
couple of weeks we will be going on holiday, to 
East London for a couple of days to see my 
brother and his wife. Then on to St Frances to 
see Rose’s family and will spend most of our 
time in Cape Town. 
 
Mariah and Thalya have done well at their new 
school and repeating part of their grade has 
been beneficial.  They have made new friends 
and are moving in a good social group. For some 
reason they like shopping Malls so we do a lot of 
trips in that direction. 
 
The cycle races are over for another year. The 
enthusiasm generated by these events has been 
so encouraging for all of us. Before the races we 
held an event at a local church where we 
introduced the cyclists to the project they were 
riding for. They met Lisa Cray who is heading up 
the deaf translation, and also one of the deaf 
translators, Richard. Richard gave a very moving 
account of his testimony, what it’s like to be deaf 
and how thankful he is that a Visual Bible is 
being translated for the Deaf. We were also able 

to give each of the cyclists 
their shirts, a personal 
thank you note and a 
goody bag. I had the 
privilege of being part of 
the support group at both 
races and was also able to 
take photos.  
 
Then there was Mariah’s 
sixteenth birthday. She 
had requested that she be 

allowed to take some friends to a nice restaurant 
for supper. We knew just the right place and it 
was a lovely evening for her with ten friends in a 
separate room. We stayed in the restaurant in 
another room and enjoyed supper with friends. 
It’s hard to believe how the girls have grown and 
they are such lovely young ladies. For some 
reason when I am walking with them the boys 
keep looking at me. The girls say its not me they 
are looking at and I guess they are right. 
 
There was another ‘Scholars 
workshop’ last week and this 
time it was for Francophones, 
French speaking scholars. All of 
the participants were from 
Madagascar. Unfortunately I 
had been sick so we were only 
able to connect with them the 
day before they left for home. 
They seemed to have enjoyed 
the experience and felt that it 
was very beneficial. In the photo 
I am standing next to Serge 
Razafinjatoniary, director of SIL 
Southern Africa. His wife Olivia 
is in black standing next to Rose. The other four 
people are students from Madagascar who are 
doing Bible translation while they study. 

Please continue to pray for our children John and 
Joy and their relationship with God, that they 
will be drawn back to him. 

Thank you for your financial support, for your 
prayers and all of the encouragement we have 
received. 

 
Roy, Rose, Mariah and Thalya 
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As part of our celebration 
of the 500 years since the 
Reformation, our colleague 
Sebastian Floor gave a 
very meaningful 
devotional at a recent 
team meeting. In it he 
narrowed down the 95 
theses that Martin Luther 
nailed to the Wittenberg 
Church in Germany to the 
five essentials of the Gospel 
message. I have used those 
five principles in the poem 
for this month. 

Sola Scriptura (Only Scripture) 
 

Its manmade rules that put people in bondage generating false hope 
while controlling the masses minds.  

Only God’s Word, the highest authority, salvation cannot be bought, 
systems that purport such are completely blind.  

 
Sola Fide (Only Faith)  

It is only through faith in Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection that 
has fully paid the costly price for our sin and guilt  

No one can earn salvation and merit eternal life, it is a free gift to-
tally dependent on accepting God’s terms not merit built.   

Sola Gratia (Only Grace) 
 

God was under no obligation to give us anything, let alone eternal 
life, but He chose to give us unmerited grace.  

We are saved by grace alone through faith, it is humbling to know 
this salvation has no other possible avenue or base.   

Solus Christus (Only Christ) 
 

No one else was sinless, no one else was able and no one else was 
equipped to pardon our sins through dying.  

Only Christ could be the perfect sacrifice and unite heaven and 
earth again, only through His salvation applying.  

 
Soli Deo Gloria (Only God’s Glory)  

No person’s work can ever be attributed to having played a part in 
God imparting salvation to the human race.  

Every act is to the glory of God, every life redeemed is not by works 
but only by Gods magnificent amazing grace.   

Roy Tibbit  
 

2, Peter 2.20 Ephesians 2.8 Romans 8.34 Acts 4.12 



We can be reached personally in the following ways: 

For those in Canada or US, we have a Vonage phone which is a 
local Peterborough, Ontario number 705-201-1094. Just 
remember, we are six hours ahead. 

South African land-line: +27-11-391-1760 

Local cell phones: Roy +27-79-719-1556, Rose +27-79-374-4620 

Email: Roy: roy_tibbit@sil.org, Rose: rosemarywtibbit@gmail.com 

Some of you like to use Skype, so look us up as tibbitfam and call us. 

Hey, you found the right spot!  Here are the Wycliffe Bible Translators addresses and phone numbers and links for online giving 
for various countries, where you can make arrangements about becoming a financial partner for the Tibbit's: 

Wycliffe Bible Translators UK 
The Clare Charity Centre 
Wycombe Road, Saunderton 
High Wycombe Bucks HP14 4BF 
Phone: 01494 569100 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 
 
Click here to donate online 

UK & Europe: 
Wycliffe SA,   
Postnet Suite 30,  
Pvt Bag X 1, 1613 Edenglen,   
Gauteng, South Africa  
Phone: 0731919915        
www.wycliffe.org.za 

USA: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
PO. Box 628200,  
Orlando,  FL  32862-8200   
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 
 
www.wycliffe.org 
 
Click here to donate online 

South Africa: 

If you missed any of our updates, check out our blog at:  
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/ 

Standard Bank, Kempton Park 
Bank code. 012442 
Account number. 020263309 
Please reference as follows:  
Donor’s name / Purpose of gift 

Banking Information for SA Canada: 
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
4316 10th St. NE,  
Calgary, AB  T2E 6K3  
Phone: 1-800-463-1143                
 
www.wycliffe.ca 
 
Click here to donate online 
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15 Oppikruin, Fiskaal Street, Glen Marais 1619, Gauteng, South Africa 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom.  2 Corinthians 3.17 

http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.uk/netcommunity/sslpage.aspx?pid=267
http://www.wycliffe.org.za/
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.wycliffe.org/Give/MissionaryMinistries.aspx
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.helpforcharities.com/wycliffe/donation/

