
I Have run out of time to write a Christmas 

letter this year...so I am resending a letter that 

I wrote from the Philippines 31 years ago. It 

was fun for me to re-read, I hope it will be for 

you too. I have included some pictures as well. 

Do take time to read Roy’s lovely poem in our 

card this year. Will chat again ext year. Love 

from us all. 

Roy, Rose, Mariah and Thalya 

I just love sunny Saturday mornings like today 

and I feel relaxed and happy. It’s a day when 

we’re all home together and doing things like 

washing the dog, getting the car cleaned, 

baking bread and cookies and John usually 

gets a ride on his go-cart. Furlough was 

wonderful in every way but it is also so good 

to be home. Joy’s and my visit to South Africa 

in September was really super. I am happy to 

report that my Dad is making a good recovery. 

This morning I even have Christmas carols 

playing on the tape recorder to add to the 

happy atmosphere. Have you heard the one 

called “The Glory of Christmas”? It is so 

beautiful! The other night we got out our old 

Christmas cards and started making 

decorations with them. Roy is the one with all 

the ideas, so now we have some new things to 

hang up on the tree this year. I cut up others 

with my pinking scissors to make Christmas 

tags and then we always keep certain special 

ones to pin up. One of our other traditions is 

to make an imitation fire place in our 

bookshelf which adds a cozy feature to our 

home in the cooler season. A Filipino custom 

is to hang a decorated star in front of your 

home. They make really beautiful ones. We 

have a bamboo one which is covered with red 

cellophane and white tissue paper hanging 

on our upstairs porch. 

Very soon we’ll be talking about how many 

dozen cookies we each need to bake for the 

gift plates to our community friends. Last 

year it was 15 dozen each. I love doing that 

and we ladies have such fun when we all get 

together to make up the plates and wrap 

them in coloured cellophane. Of course we all 

enjoy a cup of tea and some cookies 

ourselves when the work is done and then we 

all share in the distribution. They are so much 

appreciated. We also make up about 20 

Christmas hampers for all our employees and 

last year we had a party for them and their 

families which was greatly enjoyed. We’ll 

probably do it again this year and have a 

programme of singing and folk dancing etc. 

We invariably also get invited to many other 

Christmas programmes in the community, so 

it is a busy time. 

Christmas is a time for visiting friends and so 

I need to be prepared with many small food 

hampers and bundles of second hand 

clothing and toys etc. and of course lots of 

baking in hand. I love putting all these things 

together knowing that they’ll bring so much 

joy to the recipients. I hope some of the 

parcels we mailed to ourselves will arrive as I 

was hoping to use a lot of those things for 

Christmas. 

Starting soon too will be the Christmas 

carolers who come around hoping for a few 

pesos or candies. They are mainly groups of 

young children but we also get several youth 

or community groups who are collecting for 

special projects and often their singing is very 

good. 

I hope all this has given you a flavour of our 

Christmas in the Philippines and of how much 

you are a part of it, because we are just 

passing on to the needy folk here what you 

have shared with us, and it is through your 

prayers that they will learn to receive, not only 

the material blessing but the message of love 

and hope through Jesus Christ who is Himself 

our most precious Christmas gift. 

May you have the joy of either receiving Him 

yourself this Christmas or sharing His gift of 

salvation with someone else? As you read this 

letter and also when you open your gifts this 

Christmas would you say a prayer for those 

who will be hearing God’s message of love for 

the first time in a way they can understand? 

Please pray too for the Lord of the harvest to 

send out more labourers to those who have 

NEVER heard and ask Him what part you can 

have in His plan for these people. The Lord 

bless you all. Our thanks to each of you for 

your love and support. 

Roy and Rose, John and Joy 



It’s Christmas time at Bagabag, Philippines 1986 

Our make-believe Christmas fire place  

to hang stockings 

Rudy Balaan helping Roy to Make a 
Christmas star 

The completed Christmas star 
hanging on our porch 

Roy and Joy working on the Christmas 
star 

Roy preparing Christmas hampers for the 
employees 

We made 15-20 dozen cookies each to share in 
the community 



Making up cookie plates for the community businesses Christmas carolers singing “Soft 
as the voice of an angel”. 

Youth group carolers from 
Bagabag 

Randy Kamp directing the Bagabag Center choir Santa Clause is coming to 
town (Bagabag) 

Talent night at conference. This was a piece 
from ‘My fair Lady’. 


