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January 2018 The gym that I go to is now full of people 
trying hard to get rid of Christmas fat. Some 
trying so hard that they cannot possibly keep 

up the pace. In a couple of weeks time we 
will be down to the regulars again and a lot 
of subscription money will have been be 
wasted. The intentions were good, but not 
the plan. It's the increment by increment, 
consistent exercise that has the lasting 
benefit. I find this principle is true in all areas 

of my life. There are lasting benefits in daily 
time spent with God, regular church 
attendance, taking Rose out on weekly dates, 
one on one time with Mariah and Thalya and 
spending time as a family in devotions and 
reading a good book together.  
I look back on 2017 to a number of 
significant positive and negative events, but 
most of the year has been spent 
incrementally building into people's lives. It is 
only as I look back that I can see some of 
what God has done.  
Rose and I remember so well going back to 
the Philippines after 17 years away and what 
stood out to us was how God had used what 
we had been privileged to build into people’s 
lives to produce lasting fruit. 
I don't have the physical stamina I used to 
have, but I do have a life testimony to the 
goodness of God to share with others. God's 
Word is so precious to me and every time I 
share it there is a measure of growth. I may 
not see it but I know God uses it. 
Never underestimate the power of the Word 
of God and the far reaching effect of prayer 
in people's lives. None of it is ever wasted 
with God. 
In the last year Bible translations have been 
started in Southern Africa with the people 
themselves taking ownership of these 
projects.  Funds have been generated for the 
South African Deaf translation project 
through the cycle race. New staff have joined 
us and more people have become aware of 
what God is doing through Bible translation, 
story-telling and the services that Wycliffe 
South Africa is providing for partner 

organizations.   
We get field reports all the time about the 
impact that God's Word is having with the 
groups of people we are privileged to serve. 
This is a team effort. Each one of you is an 
integral part of what is going on here. Never 
underestimate how valuable your 
contribution is. Your prayers are powerful in 
bringing about lasting changes. Your 
encouragement through phone calls, emails 
and snail mail letters keep us focused. Your 
financial gifts provide for our practical needs 
and your friendships are so valuable to us. As 
we face 2018 together there will be 
challenges, joys and hiccups along the way 
but there will be victories and so much to 
give God thanks for.  
  

 

Story time 
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We love holiday time 

Trying my hand at surfing A long hot hike 

Sister chilling 

Friends 
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Tibbit Updates 
 

I have a love hate relationship with cars. I 
love the freedom to jump in my car at any 
time of the day or night and go where I 
want to go. I hate the amount of money 
that I have had to spend on repairs, or 
when I am left stranded with no warning in 
an inconvenient place. Throughout 2017 
one of our cars seems to always be in the 
mechanic shop for repair. Only for a very 
short time have we actually had both 
vehicles at home at the same time.  
Our holiday this year was all planned, 
accommodation arranged and the routes 
worked out when the brakes on my Tucson 
failed. The interesting part of the saga was 
no one could quite figure out what was 
wrong. To compound the situation 
everything shuts down for a month over 
the Christmas season. In the end a friend 
helped us get an excellent price on a hired 
car and we set off a week late. It meant we 
missed out seeing my brother Martin and 
his wife Val, and other family members 
(Lynn and Daphne) in East London and also 
were unable to connect with all of Roses' 
family in St Francis.  
My niece Ingrid had arranged for us to stay 
in a friend’s home while they took a break 
in the US. It was a wonderful situation, 
close to my sister Wendy and to most of 
her family in Fishoek. Our days were spent 
on the beach, we hiked, spent times with 
family and friends and just relaxed.  

On Christmas Day the family gathered at 
my nephew Nils’ home in Durbanville. 
There were 23 of us and we had a great 
time together. Being a lovely sunny day 
the children enjoyed swimming and there 
was great excitement as we unwrapped 
gifts. New Year’s Eve was also very 
memorable and a happy evening with all 
the family. 
All too soon it was time to begin the 
journey home and we decided to do the 
1,400 kms in three stages. Getting home 
early in the afternoon made it easy to 
unpack and get settled again. After the 
severe drought conditions in the Cape we 
really appreciated having plenty of water 
again, although the country in general is 

suffering with the drought. 
School has started and both girls are happy 
at their school. They are making good 
friends and are determined to do well this 
year. Mariah has some more difficult 
subjects like physics and core math but is 
very upbeat about tackling them. 

Thank you for your financial support, for 
your prayers and all of the encouragement 
we have received. 

 
Roy, Rose, Mariah and Thalya 

Christmas day with family 
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Prayer – the greatest wireless connection 
 

For millions the ageless message of hope has never been heard, 
its life changing gift is still hidden. 

Concealed by language, demographics, seemingly impenetrable 
borders, or its truth forcibly forbidden. 

Yet in every believer’s arsenal there is the greatest weapon to 
overthrow every barrier and block. 

The power of prayer is unstoppable, it penetrates the most 
stubborn heart, and can minds unblock. 

Satan knows the incredible power of prayer, it is a force against 
which he cannot ever hope to stand. 

That is why he uses every means to devalue intercession, his 
diversions are very carefully planned. 

Prayer reaches across borders, it touches people who are not 
even aware of the petitions made for their sakes. 

Only heaven will reveal the many changed lives and the faithful 
pray-ers who really understood the stakes. 

 
 

Roy Tibbit 
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We can be reached personally in the following ways: 

For those in Canada or US, we have a Vonage phone which is a 
local Peterborough, Ontario number 705-201-1094. Just 
remember, we are six hours ahead. 

South African land-line: +27-11-391-1760 

Local cell phones: Roy +27-79-719-1556, Rose +27-79-374-4620 

Email: Roy: roy_tibbit@sil.org, Rose: rosemarywtibbit@gmail.com 

Some of you like to use Skype, so look us up as tibbitfam and call us. 

Hey, you found the right spot!  Here are the Wycliffe Bible Translators addresses and phone numbers and links for online giving 
for various countries, where you can make arrangements about becoming a financial partner for the Tibbit's: 

Wycliffe Bible Translators UK 
The Clare Charity Centre 
Wycombe Road, Saunderton 
High Wycombe Bucks HP14 4BF 
Phone: 01494 569100 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 
 
Click here to donate online 

UK & Europe: 
Wycliffe SA,   
Postnet Suite 30,  
Pvt Bag X 1, 1613 Edenglen,   
Gauteng, South Africa  
Phone: 0731919915        
www.wycliffe.org.za 

USA: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
PO. Box 628200,  
Orlando,  FL  32862-8200   
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 
 
www.wycliffe.org 
 
Click here to donate online 

South Africa: 

If you missed any of our updates, check out our blog at:  
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/ 

Standard Bank, Kempton Park 
Bank code. 012442 
Account number. 020263309 
Please reference as follows:  
Donor’s name / Purpose of gift 

Banking Information for SA Canada: 
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
4316 10th St. NE,  
Calgary, AB  T2E 6K3  
Phone: 1-800-463-1143                
 
www.wycliffe.ca 
 
Click here to donate online 
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15 Oppikruin, Fiskaal Street, Glen Marais 1619, Gauteng, South Africa 

You crown the year with a bountiful 
harvest; even the hard pathways 

overflow with abundance.   

Psalm 65.11 

http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.uk/netcommunity/sslpage.aspx?pid=267
http://www.wycliffe.org.za/
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.wycliffe.org/Give/MissionaryMinistries.aspx
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.helpforcharities.com/wycliffe/donation/

