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August / September 2019      

More Good News! 
Every year I write about our Wycliffe cycle 
race and the project 
that the cyclists will be 
supporting. This year 
it is the Makhuwa 
people of 
Mozambique. Helen 
Cobbald, our newest 
Wycliffe Colleague 
visited the Makhuwa 
area and here is what 
she said about how 
the trip impacted her. 
 
Many, many times over the past few years I've 
heard stories of people saying how important 
it is for them to receive God's Word in their 
language. It usually comes down to a few 
core reasons:  
God's Word will be understandable on a 
deeper level. 
It will enable Spiritual growth for individuals 
and the Church. 
It validates a language and the language 

community. 
It identifies God as present within the language 
community rather than foreign. 
However, as with many things, I became 
accustomed to hearing these things and so 
desensitized. Don't get me wrong, I was still 
extremely passionate about helping bring God's 
Word to people in a way they can actually 
engage with it, but the videos and messages 
stopped having an impact on me and the 
reasons became rote.  
 

THEN... 
A few weeks ago I went to Mozambique to do 
some filming among the Makhuwa people, 
making up about 1/3 of Mozambique. There are 
multiple variations of this language, including a 

completely separate variation only used in the 
government. Among the 4 variations that 
Wycliffe South Africa are in partnership with, 
there is only 1 Bible... The other 3 groups are 
basically translating the Bible as they read, 
spending a lot of energy trying to understand 
what the words are, let alone what they mean or 
what God is saying. On top of that, the people 
are mostly oral-preference or unable to read at 

all, further limiting their access to God's Word...   
 
In interviewing some priests, a pastor, and 
talking to general people, I came across the 
same reasons for needing God's Word! These 
people haven't seen the videos I've seen. They 
don't know the stereotypical list of reasons why 
they need God's Word. They haven't studied 
Scripture Engagement or Translation principles 
like me, where they learn the impact of receiving 
God's Word. These were first hand accounts  ,, 
desires and hopes. And it hit me straight in the 
heart! 
The main thing I heard was that God's Word is 
precious and hard to reach, but that a 
translation in oral format will bring God closer 
and feed their faith. It will mean people will hear 
God as they hear their family and friends, using 
the language of their hearts. It will mean the 
words of the Bible will come alive and actually 
mean something, rather than being a puzzle 
with a hidden meaning.  
 
Pray with us for 100 cyclists to join the team. I 
will update you in my next letter. 

Helen 

Makhuwa people 
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This is Helen 



 

Home     Mariah and Thalya’s gallery   Tibbit’s update   Reflections     Contact us    

Tibbit Updates 
  

Life for the Tibbit’s has been fairly routine since I 

last wrote and I must say that has been nice. 

The only setback that we have had is that my 

girls have both had a lot of coughs and colds 

which is fairly normal for this time of the year. 

  

After our car being in the mechanics shop for a 

year we finally got it back last week. I took it for a 

half an hour trip only to have the head gasket 

blow and had to have it towed home again. It is 

so hard to know what to do at this point. To 

dump it we would lose all the money we have 

put into it, but how do we know if it is worth 

fixing? Pray that we will make the right decision.  

Thalya has been longing to see her Mom again 

and of course Mariah would love to go as well. 

With the car expenses and lawyer’s fees for visas 

to sort out, this has not been financially possible. 

We have talked about the possibility of them 

What we are thankful for:   
  
Safety during this turbulent time in South 
Africa. 
Mariah and Thalya’s visa renewal. 
How God is blessing Wycliffe South Africa and 
we are so thankful to be part of the team. 
Our home, school for the girls and the way God 
is suppling our needs. 
For all of the wonderful partners we have who 
pray and help us financially. 
 
Things to pray about: 
 
For my (Roy’s) visa to be renewed without 
problems. 
 For Mariah and Thalya’s health as we have had 
a run of sickness. 
More financial partners as the cost of living has 
risen sharply in the past years. 
Wisdom as we navigate teen years with the 
girls.  
That Mariah and Thalya would have a closer 
walk with God. 
For John and Joy to come back to the Lord. 

going for a couple of weeks in December and 

coming back just after Christmas. Please pray 

with us about this decision and if any of you 

would like to help us financially towards their 

trip we would appreciate it. It will be two and 

half years in December since they saw Joy. Joy 

has not been well so once again we need 

wisdom. 

  

Thank you for the way you encourage us, pray 

for us and help us financially.  

 

Roy, Rose, Mariah and Thalya 

Rose, Mariah and Skye Mariah's friend 

Doing art projects 

Care packet from Mom 
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Joy  

May there be joy in going, joy in staying, joy in knowing our 
space is always God's home. 

Joy in living, joy when death knocks on the door, joy when we 
no longer have to roam. 

Joy each day, joy as people pass through our doors, joy as 
another day is given to live. 

Joy surpassing pain, joy in knowing life was well lived, joy for 
every opportunity to give. 

Joy in purpose, joy as we have seen lives changed, joy in the 
expanding spread of God’s Word. 

Joy in God's provisions, joy through times of leanness, joy when 
the lines are muddled and blurred. 

Joy when guidance is not clear, joy when it makes no sense, joy 
in knowing one day we will see. 

Joy in our salvation, joy in our heritage and joy in knowing that 
through faith we are truly free. 

Joy, a desire for others’ wellbeing, it was through joy that Jesus 
endured the cross and died. 

Joy comes when we are close to God, listening to His voice, the 
power to overcome when tried. 

Joy brings hope, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness gentleness and self-control. 

Joy rises above happiness, as it is selfless, others are always its 
focus, their concern its goal. 

Roy Tibbit 



We can be reached personally in the following ways: 

For those in Canada or US, we have a Vonage phone which is a 
local Peterborough, Ontario number 705-201-1094. Just 
remember, we are six hours ahead. 

South African land-line: +27-11-391-1760 

Local cell phones: Roy +27-79-719-1556, Rose +27-79-374-4620 

Email: Roy: roy_tibbit@sil.org, Rose: rosemarywtibbit@gmail.com 

Some of you like to use Skype, so look us up as tibbitfam and call us. 

Hey, you found the right spot!  Here are the Wycliffe Bible Translators addresses and phone numbers and links for online giving 
for various countries, where you can make arrangements about becoming a financial partner for the Tibbit's: 

Wycliffe Bible Translators UK 
The Clare Charity Centre 
Wycombe Road, Saunderton 
High Wycombe Bucks HP14 4BF 
Phone: 01494 569100 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 
 
Click here to donate online 

UK & Europe: 
Wycliffe SA,   
Postnet Suite 30,  
Pvt Bag X 1, 1613 Edenglen,   
Gauteng, South Africa  
Phone: 0731919915        
www.wycliffe.org.za 

USA: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
PO. Box 628200,  
Orlando,  FL  32862-8200   
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 
 
www.wycliffe.org 
 
Click here to donate online 

South Africa: 

If you missed any of our updates, check out our blog at:  
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/ 

Standard Bank, Kempton Park 
Bank code. 012442 
Account number. 020263309 
Please reference as follows:  
Donor’s name / Purpose of gift 

Banking Information for SA Canada: 
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
4316 10th St. NE,  
Calgary, AB  T2E 6K3  
Phone: 1-800-463-1143                
 
www.wycliffe.ca 
 
Click here to donate online 
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15 Oppikruin, Fiskaal Street, Glen Marais 1619, Gauteng, South Africa 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 

Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.uk/netcommunity/sslpage.aspx?pid=267
http://www.wycliffe.org.za/
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.wycliffe.org/Give/MissionaryMinistries.aspx
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.helpforcharities.com/wycliffe/donation/
https://dailyverses.net/1-thessalonians/5/16-18

