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Present Realities  
Life for many of the language communities 
we are partnering with has not changed 
like our lives have. Sometimes the 
communities are isolated from the 
mainstream of life and the news of the 
virus has not reached them. It could also be 
that if they have had news of the virus, the 
implications are not understood because 
the communications are in a major 
language and not their heart language. Also 
traditional healers are spreading stories 
about miraculous cures that they have, so 
as to increase their business and people are 
being duped.  Another real issue is that 
Social Distancing is just not possible with 
whole families living in a single room and 
for many of these communities the normal 
social distance is so much closer than we 
are used to.  

I am asking you to pray for these 
communities and that they will receive the 
right information. That they will find 
culturally acceptable ways to implement 
changes that will keep them safe. Also that 
the government in the various countries will 
include these communities in their outreach 
and give them the help they need with 
protective equipment and medical help 
should they need it. There are so many 
communities I could include but I am only 
going to include three at the moment for 
prayer. 

The Himba of Northern Namibia: 

The Hambukushu of Botswana 

The Makhuwa of Mozambique 

Thank you for joining with us in prayer for 
these very precious people. 

Himba 

Makhuwa  

Hambukushu  April 2020 
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Huge Social Distance 

Thalya 

Mariah 

Gran cutting my hair 

School must go on even in lockdown Grocery delivery by our friend Marvin Zahra just turned Fifteen 
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Tibbit’s Updates 
 

The good news is that we are all well and we 
have been in lockdown for a month and for 
us oldies have another month to go. Some 
businesses are opening and certain people 
are getting back to work. The idea is that the 
returning to normal will be done in stages.  
Rose and I have been doing sorting and filing 
and reliving memories. Stories keep coming 
to mind so I suggested that Rose write them 
down so that they are not lost and I have 
included one here. 
 

May 1988  
We were leaving the Philippines after fifteen 
wonderful years of rich experiences and 
relationships with amazing friends. 
It was hard, sad and overwhelmingly difficult 
to pack up all our worldly possessions and 
say our goodbyes to very precious friends. 
Because my photographs speak so loudly to 
me of friendships and experiences I started 

with those - a huge job, trying to sort out the 
most important.  
The children's home, just across the gulley 
from us was not in use at the time so I got 
permission to use the lovely big table there. 
I spent all morning sorting all kinds of 
categories and labelling them. The job 
wasn’t done yet but it was lunch time so I 
headed home to have lunch and a little 
siesta, a common habit in the Philippines. 
While I was resting on my bed a huge gust of 
wind came up and I sat up in bed and 
screamed!!! My photographs!! Oh help!! I 

could just imagine the mess of my photos 
being blown all over the floor - all my hours 
of sorting just wasted. I ran as fast as I could 
to see if I could rescue any. 
As I arrived I saw the devastation, Pictures 
had blown off the walls, and lamps had 
blown off side tables onto the floor. 
And my photographs??? Not a single one out 
of place!! How could this be??  It seemed 
impossible! I stood there amazed and then 

began to picture two huge angels 
standing with their wings outstretched 
over the table to keep my photos in 
place. 
However God did it I don’t know, but I 
remember feeling his love and care for 
me in an overwhelming way. He knew 
how important those photos were to me 
and how little time I had before it was 
time to leave. Thank you Lord for your 
goodness and kindness and Mercy. I love 
you. 
 
Thank you for partnering with us over so 
many years. You are probably in one of 
my photographs. We appreciate each 
one of you so much. 
 

Roy, Rose, Mariah and Thalya 

Purvis family 

Bagorio family Outside our Bagabag home in the 
Philippines 
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I’ve seen 
 

I've seen the devastation wrought by folly, I've seen the pain inflicted through 
disobedience to God's truth. 

I've seen relationships severed by sin, lies and blame and then having to bear the 
severance fruit. 

I've seen love turn to hate when wrong is confronted and the hate turned into 
bitter slander. 

I've seen wrong heralded as right and those who disagree considered backward 
and without candor. 

I have seen lives taken over by greed, good values discarded for the insatiable love 
of cash. 

I've seen families split apart over lust, unfaithfulness, and all that is good and 
right just trashed. 

I’ve also seen absurdity replaced by good judgment and perception, bringing 
about lasting change. 

I’ve seen the transformation of communities, who their godless beliefs have 
decided to exchange. 

I’ve seen unconditional love, as people reach out to the broken and disheartened 
of this world. 

I’ve seen the way God’s people have rescued children who to their own devices 
were hurled. 

I’ve seen dedication of so many who have given their lives to bring God’s message 
to the lost. 

I’ve seen miracle after miracle in changed lives and have come to realize it was 
worth the cost.   

 
Roy Tibbit 



We can be reached personally in the following ways: 

For those in Canada or US, we have a Vonage phone which is a 
local Peterborough, Ontario number 705-201-1094. Just 
remember, we are six hours ahead. 

South African land-line: +27-11-391-1760 

Local cell phones: Roy +27-79-719-1556, Rose +27-79-374-4620 

Email: Roy: roy_tibbit@sil.org, Rose: rosemarywtibbit@gmail.com 

Some of you like to use Skype, so look us up as tibbitfam and call us. 

Hey, you found the right spot!  Here are the Wycliffe Bible Translators addresses and phone numbers and links for online giving 
for various countries, where you can make arrangements about becoming a financial partner for the Tibbit's: 

Wycliffe Bible Translators UK 
The Clare Charity Centre 
Wycombe Road, Saunderton 
High Wycombe Bucks HP14 4BF 
Phone: 01494 569100 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 
 
Click here to donate online 

UK & Europe: 
Wycliffe SA,   
Postnet Suite 30,  
Pvt Bag X 1, 1613 Edenglen,   
Gauteng, South Africa  
Phone: 0731919915        
www.wycliffe.org.za 

USA: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
PO. Box 628200,  
Orlando,  FL  32862-8200   
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 
 
www.wycliffe.org 
 
Click here to donate online 

South Africa: 

If you missed any of our updates, check out our blog at:  
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/ 

Standard Bank, Kempton Park 
Bank code. 012442 
Account number. 020263309 
Please reference as follows:  
Donor’s name / Purpose of gift 

Banking Information for SA Canada: 
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
4316 10th St. NE,  
Calgary, AB  T2E 6K3  
Phone: 1-800-463-1143                
 
www.wycliffe.ca 
 
Click here to donate online 
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15 Oppikruin, Fiskaal Street, Glen Marais 1619, Gauteng, South Africa 

Psalm 51.12 

Restore to me the joy of Your 
salvation And sustain me with a 

willing spirit.  

http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.uk/netcommunity/sslpage.aspx?pid=267
http://www.wycliffe.org.za/
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.wycliffe.org/Give/MissionaryMinistries.aspx
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.helpforcharities.com/wycliffe/donation/

