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The gift of technology for 
such a time as this. 

 

Before the lockdown, the Zoom App was not well 
known, but now we are hearing that people all 
over the world are having vital meetings with 

colleagues and staff using this App. We too are 
using it as an organization to stay connected and 
have meetings together.  We can connect with 
fellow workers all over the world, see each other, 
pray together and share what is going on, so 
that is a wonderful blessing. 
 
Our Director, Karen Floor reminded us in a 

Wycliffe team 
meeting 

SOA team 
meeting 

devotional this week, via Zoom, that God 
commanded the farmers in Israel to let their 
fields lie fallow every seven years so that the soil 
could regain its fertility.  As they obeyed, God 
honored their obedience and they were not left 
destitute but thrived. A local farmer, and 
evangelist,  Angus Buchan, has done the same on 
his farm and God has blessed his harvests in an 
amazing way. The lockdown is an opportunity 
for us to use the same principle. Fallow fields 
include our field work, but also our hearts. Not 
that we are to be inactive, but rather use the 
time for personal reflection, revitalization, 
growing closer to God and unleashing our 
creativity in areas where we have not had time 
to do so before. 
 
Rose is using the time to phone people and 
encourage them and also check up on how they 
are doing. She is also writing to people or 
connecting with them on WhatsApp and email.  
I have spent time getting jobs around the house 
done that have been long outstanding. I have 
also been doing a lot of Admin which is not my 
favorite thing to do. There have also been times 
set aside to do writing which I enjoy. Our prayer 
times together are also more frequent. 
 
At one of our last team meetings in the office, 
our translation Director Bonificio Paulo shared 
how the Himba people of Namibia are using 

their newly translated scripture on MP3 players.  
They are sharing the Good News with whole 
villages. There is a real shortage of MP3 players, 
but the people are undaunted and pass the 
players around so that everybody has a chance 
to hear. These players are solar rechargeable and 
as there are a lot of sunny days where they live, 
the players are used non-stop. 
 
Even though South Africa is in lockdown mode 
for the next few weeks all of us are working 
from home. We have access to the Wycliffe 
server remotely so can download and upload 
files and get the information from each other to 
continue working. 
 
Like a wise farmer watching over his fallow field, 
we have faith that the soil is being renewed for a 
new season of fertile land that will yield a rich 
harvest.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah 4.2, John 15: 5  Joel 2:19-26 
 

March 2020 This picture is of the Siphuthi team in 
Lesotho who are also using MP3 players 



Home     Mariah and Thalya’s gallery   Tibbit’s update   Reflections     Contact us    

How do you like my mask? It was 

made by a friend of mine. 

Learning to do the leaf raking thing 

Between two 

worlds 

Church at home with cousins 
Crazy me 

Mariah 

Thalya 
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Tibbit’s Updates 
 

Life on the level is something we seldom 
experience,  but with what is going on in the 
world right now, it’s becoming a norm for most 
of us these days. Mariah leaving home has been 
very hard for all of us, but we have seen the 
Lord’s hand in taking care of her in an amazing 
way.   

The goodbye at the airport was tearful. A nice 
group of friends came out to say farewell. 
Mariah is staying with my niece and her husband 
in Canada. Naturally she is homesick for South 
Africa and her friends but we know where she is 
is the best place for her to have her baby.   
 
Life in Canada has been very different for Mariah 
as she has had to go into self isolation for two 
weeks.  She has been  enjoying her young 
cousins, helping around the house and getting to 
know her extended family in a new way. 
 
Life with lockdown has been productive for both 
Rose and myself. I have included some pictures 
of a few of our activities. 

Electrical repairs 

Mariah with her young cousin Peter 

Thank you for your many phone calls, emails and 
WhatsApp's. We appreciate each one of you and 
are grateful for your prayers, financial support 
and the many ways you encourage us. 
 

Roy, Rose, Mariah and Thalya 

I am so thankful for my phone 

I love 
writing 

to people 
on my 
tablet. 

My space 
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Slowdown 
 

It's quiet, few planes roaring overhead, I hear the birds 
singing, the gentle rain has now ceased. 

As I reflect on the huge shutdown of many countries, 
there is panic. Multitudes are not at peace. 

It's a forced stop, to reflect on what is lasting in a world 
that seems to be spinning out of control. 

The systems are fragile, cultural norms are flawed, 
materialism has almost overshadowed the soul. 

The soul that can sing in tragedy, reach out to the weak 
and see the treasure in family and friends. 

The soul that can share, encourage, build up, refocus on 
lasting values and dispense with trends. 

A new dispensation given, a fresh page to start, time to 
contemplate what directions to take. 

A reprieve in modern history, to reevaluate, contemplate 
and not leave everything to so called fate. 

The soul is so precious, it is everlasting, its destiny is so 
important to God who brought it into being. 

The time is now to share our firm hope of salvation in 
Jesus and give the world what is truly freeing. 

 
Roy Tibbit 

March 2020 
 



We can be reached personally in the following ways: 

For those in Canada or US, we have a Vonage phone which is a 
local Peterborough, Ontario number 705-201-1094. Just 
remember, we are six hours ahead. 

South African land-line: +27-11-391-1760 

Local cell phones: Roy +27-79-719-1556, Rose +27-79-374-4620 

Email: Roy: roy_tibbit@sil.org, Rose: rosemarywtibbit@gmail.com 

Some of you like to use Skype, so look us up as tibbitfam and call us. 

Hey, you found the right spot!  Here are the Wycliffe Bible Translators addresses and phone numbers and links for online giving 
for various countries, where you can make arrangements about becoming a financial partner for the Tibbit's: 

Wycliffe Bible Translators UK 
The Clare Charity Centre 
Wycombe Road, Saunderton 
High Wycombe Bucks HP14 4BF 
Phone: 01494 569100 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 
 
Click here to donate online 

UK & Europe: 
Wycliffe SA,   
Postnet Suite 30,  
Pvt Bag X 1, 1613 Edenglen,   
Gauteng, South Africa  
Phone: 0731919915        
www.wycliffe.org.za 

USA: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
PO. Box 628200,  
Orlando,  FL  32862-8200   
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 
 
www.wycliffe.org 
 
Click here to donate online 

South Africa: 

If you missed any of our updates, check out our blog at:  
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/ 

Standard Bank, Kempton Park 
Bank code. 012442 
Account number. 020263309 
Please reference as follows:  
Donor’s name / Purpose of gift 

Banking Information for SA Canada: 
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
4316 10th St. NE,  
Calgary, AB  T2E 6K3  
Phone: 1-800-463-1143                
 
www.wycliffe.ca 
 
Click here to donate online 
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15 Oppikruin, Fiskaal Street, Glen Marais 1619, Gauteng, South Africa 

http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.uk/netcommunity/sslpage.aspx?pid=267
http://www.wycliffe.org.za/
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.wycliffe.org/Give/MissionaryMinistries.aspx
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.helpforcharities.com/wycliffe/donation/

