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Bible Poverty 
 
I have asked our Wycliffe Canada, Director, Roy Eyre, if I could 
use the article below. 
 
Our real goal as a Bible Translating Organization isn't to 
translate a book; we say that translated Scripture leads to 
transformed lives. But what does transformation look like? It's a 
bit of a buzzword that requires deeper reflection. A couple of 
years ago, we landed on the phrase "ending Bible poverty" to 
describe the change we're shooting for.  
Access to Scripture through putting it in a language form that 
best serves people is only the most visible first step. The real 
question is whether those Bibles are open. In use. Bringing deep 
change. That's what we mean when we talk about "Bible 
poverty." 
 
Bible translation, when accompanied by activities that promote 
language development, literacy and the use of translated 
Scriptures, addresses the roots of all forms of poverty - mental, 
emotional, material and spiritual. Poverty is ultimately about 
identity. Poverty spirals and tends to impact all areas of life, 
even to the ability to make use of resources that are available. 
 
And language can bring poverty to entire people groups 
because it can be a barrier. The vast majority of information 
about health, education and human rights is done in majority 
languages, because governments, NGOs, churches and mission 
agencies can quickly communicate to 80% of the population by 
using 25 languages. Tim Jore points out that "25 languages is 
less than 0.4% of the languages of the world." That means 
hundreds of millions of people get overlooked every single time. 
It's true for: 

 community development efforts 
 health education, such as HIV/ AIDS, Ebola and Covid 
 discipleship materials 
 Bible commentaries and  
 theological resources 
The numbers game, looking for the best bank for the buck, will 
always lead to a focus on the most accessible 80% of the 
world's population, which means they focus on 0.4% of all 
languages. We know there's something powerful in ministering 
to people in their language. 
 
And even more powerful when we use God's Word. In the 
Bible, God has a radical message for every man, woman and 
child: all are created in HIs image, and He loves them and 
desires to redeem what has been broken and lost. 
 
Eliminating Bible poverty foresee a day when all who need 
access to God's Word in their heart language will actually have 
it, and the translated Scriptures are put to use in the church, in 
the home and in the public square. As churches grow, 
marriages and families flourish, communities are transformed 
and the roots of poverty addressed. Transformation has long 
been our larger goal, while translation is our primary means. So 
our holistic approach revolves around Bible translation and 
ministry among minority languages.  
 
Roy Eyre  
(Wycliffe Canada CEO) 

February 2022 



Tibbit’s Updates 
 
We are happy that Mariah, Thalya and 
Kairo are home again after their two month 
stay in Germany with their mother. Thank 
you to those of you who were praying for 
them. 
 
Not much has changed in our lives in the 
last month so I am going to do something 
different and give you an update about the 
aftermath of the storm that did so much 
damage in Madagascar a week ago.  
The main Wycliffe South Africa translation 
coordinator who lives in Madagascar sent 
this report: 
 
Provisional numbers following cyclone 
Batsirai, 11 Feb : 
 
120 people died 
124,468 people injured (26,112 families) 
29,567 people displaced (6,675 
households) 
8,634 houses destroyed 
3,236 houses damaged 

electricity is being restored and food 
being delivered. Just can't tell yet if it's 
enough, or reaching where it's really 
needed. 
There is also the threat of another 
cyclone forming to the east of 
Madagascar, forecast to hit the north 
east coast this coming week. Prayers 
really needed. 
We have a number of active Bible 
translation projects in Madagascar so 
pray that this devastation will not put 
them on hold for too long. It is during 
such a crisis as this that people need to 
know that God cares and understands 
their hardships. 

7,098 houses flooded 
2,562 classrooms completely 
destroyed 
1,085 classrooms roofless 
901 classrooms partially destroyed 
126 classrooms still used as 
accommodation sites 
133,627 students still deprived of 
classes 
 
Help has come from WFP, UNICEF, 
European organizations. Some 
specialized emergency teams have 
arrived from Europe. 
The numbers unfortunately may rise, 
as some areas are still inaccessible. 
Airstrips in the worst hit places are 
unusable. 
But the government has reacted 
swiftly. Many national roads have 
already been fixed, even if temporarily, 
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 Choose Promises 
 

How sad to be poor because all you have is affluence and money as 
the only things to pull you along. 

How sad to be stricken and left without eternal wealth, because you 
never bothered to belong. 

How sad to be looking in when you were often invited to be part of the 
amazing family of God. 

How tragic to have heard the truth, but decided to reject it and treated 
it as simplistic and a fraud. 

 
How amazing that thousands of promises are given to each of us who 

accept Jesus Christ and believe, 
Yet we too can experience ‘promise poverty’ unless we choose 

obedience and truly learn to cleave. 
Cleave to the God of truth, who cannot lie, who will always fulfill His 

promises in His own time. 
Always praising Him for the answers before they happen, in faith 

trusting His character and design. 
 

The power of the promise is in the one who is making it, and God is 
always trustworthy and true. 

At no time has he faltered in keeping His word, reflect back on your 
own walk and how He has cared for you. 

The promises are yours, when you have a need, but often the answer 
is prefaced with a 'wait!' 

Because only God's perfect timing produces the lasting results, he 
never guesses, nor is He too late. 

 

Roy Tibbit 



We can be reached personally in the following ways: 

For those in Canada or US, we have a Vonage phone which is a 
local Peterborough, Ontario number 705-201-1094.  

Local cell phones: Roy 705-808-4672 Rose 705-808-1496 

Email: Roy: roy_tibbit@sil.org, Rose: rosemarywtibbit@gmail.com 

Some of you like to use WhatsApp our numbers are Roy +27797191556 
Rose +17058081496 

Hey, you found the right spot!  Here are the Wycliffe Bible Translators addresses and phone numbers and links for online 
giving for various countries, where you can make arrangements about becoming a financial partner for the Tibbit's: 
 
 

Phone: 01494 569100 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 
 
Click here to donate online 

UK & Europe: 
Wycliffe SA,   
Postnet Suite 30,  
Pvt Bag X 1, 1613 Edenglen,   
Gauteng, South Africa        
www.wycliffe.org.za 

USA: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
PO. Box 628200,  
Orlando,  FL  32862-8200   
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 
 
www.wycliffe.org 
 
Click here to donate online 

South Africa: 

If you missed any of our updates, check out our blog at:  
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/ 

Canada: 
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
4316 10th St. NE,  
Calgary, AB  T2E 6K3  
Phone: 1-800-463-1143                
 
www.wycliffe.ca 
 
Click here to donate online 
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1950 Glenmead Road, Peterborough, Ontario K9L 1W5, Canada 

http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.uk/netcommunity/sslpage.aspx?pid=267
http://www.wycliffe.org.za/
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.wycliffe.org/Give/MissionaryMinistries.aspx
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.helpforcharities.com/wycliffe/donation/

