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I asked my friend and Wycliffe colleague, Jack 
Popjes if I could use the following story this 
month. 

Our Forever Family 
 
An Adoption Decision 
The Canela chief and elders’ council made a 
significant decision during the first week that 
Jo, our pre-school daughters, and I lived in the 
Canela village. The next day, Jo was taken to 
one house and I to another, where we went 
through an elaborate ceremony. It took a long 
time to cover most of our bodies with hawk-

down, glued on with sticky tree resin. The parts 
of our bodies not covered with feathers were 
painted with vivid red ochre. Then we walked 
to the central plaza, followed by women 
carrying pans of food and other gifts for the 
elders to share. 
The chief made a speech, and although we 
didn’t understand much at that time, we did 
catch on that the two families in whose houses 
we were feathered and painted had adopted us 

as their son and daughter. We were now 
irrevocably citizens of Canela society, with all 
the rights and responsibilities of born Canelas. 
 
Yet Another Adoption 
Many years later, after we were fluent in 
Canela and had translated Luke, Acts, and a 
few epistles in a first draft, Jaco, a young man, 
surprised me, “I am a Jesus follower.” He was 
the first believer! 
“How did that happen?” I asked him. 
“Well, I was reading some of the carbon copies 
of Our Father’s Words that we translated, and 
I asked myself, ‘Jaco, how long are you going 
to just read this stuff? When are you going to 
believe it?’ So, I got up from my hammock, 
walked out to look up into the sky and said, 
‘Great Father in the sky, I have been reading 
about the way you want us to live, and I realize 
I am in a terrible situation. Please do 
something for me.’” 
“So, what did the Great Father do for you?” I 
asked. 
“He adopted me into His family,” Jaco said, 
using the same term that described what Jo 
and I went through when our Canela families 
adopted us. 
“You and I are now brothers because Jesus is 
our Older Brother,” I said. 
We had not yet translated Romans and 
Hebrews, but I explained that Jesus is God’s 
Son, and he died and rose again so that God 
would adopt men and women who believe in 
Him (Rom. 8:15) and so that Jesus could call us 
younger brothers and sisters. (Rom. 8:29, Heb. 
2:11). 
The privileges and rights that Jo and I acquired 

when the Canelas adopted us were forever. 
They reminded us of Eph. 1:3, “the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places.” God’s spiritual blessings were forever, 
not having anything to do with wealth and 
health on earth, but of treasure and new bodies 
in heaven. 
 
A Long-Lasting Effect 
Jo and my adoption took place in 1968. We 
lived among the Canelas for twenty-two years 
to complete the literacy and Bible translation 
program. Scores of Canelas became Bible 
reading believers. We were away and out of 
touch for nineteen years. Then we returned for 
a visit, not just with our three now-grown 
daughters but with their husbands and their 
children—eight of them. When the sixteen of 
us walked to the central plaza, forty-one years 
after Jo and my adoption, to greet the chief and 
elders, they immediately received us all with 
great delight and ceremony. It was as if we had 
never left. Even kids and young people who had 
never met us greeted us as long-lost relatives, 
which we were. The Canela blessings, rights and 
privileges were still in effect. 
In the same way, when God the Father adopted 
us as His Sons and daughters, making Jesus our 
Older Brother, he conferred eternal, 
unchanging blessings on us. Let’s remember 
that all the spiritual benefits we receive 
through our relationship with Jesus are forever, 
not to be confused with good health, a great 
job, a large bank account, and a pleasant life on 
earth. 
You can read more of Jacks stories here: 
https://www.jackpopjes.com/category/blog/ 

Popjes family in the Canela village 

https://www.jackpopjes.com/category/blog/
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Tibbit’s Updates 
We are home again in Peterborough 
after spending two weeks with Mariah, 
Thalya and Kairo in Oshawa where the 

girls live with my niece Julia and her 
hubby Chris. Julia and her three boys and 
Elaine and her children joined Rose’s 
brother Rob and his wife Cheryl in 
Colorado Springs for a chance to 
celebrate Rob’s seventieth birthday and 
also travel together in a large van to see 
the sights including the Grand Canyon. . 
They had a great time together and all 
arrived home safely after many 
adventures. For Rose and I it was good to 

spend quality time with the girls and 
Kairo and we also appreciated getting to 
know Chris in a deeper way. 
With the weather beginning to warm up 
a little we are beginning to make some 
plans for this year. We do still have some 
renovations to do to our property. Our 
driveway is in a bad condition and needs 
to be redone and also the original fences 
around our property need repairing. 
Trees have grown up while we were away 
and have lifted up some sections of the 
fence. 
It was a treat to be able to sing without a 
mask on at church today. Many Covid 
restrictions are being lifted now and our 
social life is going to improve. Also with 
the weather improving we will be able to 
get out for a bit more exercise.  
It is encouraging that we have survived 

our first Canadian winter since 2009. The 

many heavy snowfalls made it very 

beautiful. 

Thank you so much for your various 

means of support, be it financial, 

encouragement, visiting  and prayer. 

 

Roy and Rose 

Rose enjoying reading to Kairo 
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Heeding God’s Voice 
 

Are you listening? Has God recently been saying the 
same thing to you over and over again? 

You have heard His voice through His Word, are His 
promptings a lingering refrain? 

Insecurity about the future is normal, so many are 
facing the unknown, but God says He will lead. 

Open your ears to His voice, reflect on the past and the 
many ways He has met your needs. 

Saturate yourself in the Word of God, that way you will 
hear God's voice and learn His ways. 

Move forward with the mighty hand of God, by obeying 
you will please Him for the rest of your days. 

 
 

Roy Tibbit 



We can be reached personally in the following ways: 

For those in Canada or US, we have a Vonage phone which is a 
local Peterborough, Ontario number 705-201-1094.  

Local cell phones: Roy 705-808-4672 Rose 705-808-1496 

Email: Roy: roy_tibbit@sil.org, Rose: rosemarywtibbit@gmail.com 

Some of you like to use WhatsApp our numbers are Roy +27797191556 
Rose +17058081496 

Hey, you found the right spot!  Here are the Wycliffe Bible Translators addresses and phone numbers and links for online 
giving for various countries, where you can make arrangements about becoming a financial partner for the Tibbit's: 
 
 

Phone: 01494 569100 
www.wycliffe.org.uk 
 
Click here to donate online 

UK & Europe: 
Wycliffe SA,   
Postnet Suite 30,  
Pvt Bag X 1, 1613 Edenglen,   
Gauteng, South Africa        
www.wycliffe.org.za 

USA: 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
PO. Box 628200,  
Orlando,  FL  32862-8200   
Phone: 1-800-992-5433 
 
www.wycliffe.org 
 
Click here to donate online 

South Africa: 

If you missed any of our updates, check out our blog at:  
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/ 

Canada: 
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators,  
4316 10th St. NE,  
Calgary, AB  T2E 6K3  
Phone: 1-800-463-1143                
 
www.wycliffe.ca 
 
Click here to donate online 
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1950 Glenmead Road, Peterborough, Ontario K9L 1W5, Canada 

http://www.wycliffe.org.uk/
https://secure.wycliffe.org.uk/netcommunity/sslpage.aspx?pid=267
http://www.wycliffe.org.za/
http://www.wycliffe.org/
http://www.wycliffe.org/Give/MissionaryMinistries.aspx
http://royandrose.wordpress.com/
http://www.wycliffe.ca/
https://www.helpforcharities.com/wycliffe/donation/

